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The Reichstag fire trial reached its culmination
in the word duel between Goring and Dimitrov.
Dimitrov got small justice at this trial. He appeared in
heavy iron fetters, and was not allowed to choose his
defender himself, for no German lawyer dared to take
up his case. Hundreds of lawyers were already in
concentration camps. Thalmann's lawyer was at once
imprisoned. The proposal to have foreign counsel was
rejected by the High Court. The counsel for the
defence appointed by the Court came out against their
clients, so that Dimitrov had to take his case into his
own hands. In spite of all the lack of justice, Dimitrov,
because of the international effect (the trial was being
followed by the whole world), could not be refused
leave to put questions to all the witnesses.

Dimitrov therefore had the right to put his questions
to the witness Goring, too. Witnesses, who had beed
heard beforehand, showed themselves to be agents
provocateurs and perjurers. All of them had seen some-
one of the accused, they all had compromising matter,
and yet they could not bring forward any really
incriminating proof. None of the evidence in the
long run could stand, and in spite of the accused
being excluded from the proceedings, they could with-
out any trouble pull to pieces all the accusations that
had been built up.

All the false witnesses, all the perjurers, were set
free, none were brought to justice for false statements.
Not even when it was found that Goring's "trusty man
Lepius had privately examined Van der Lubbe did
the Court take any steps.

The Court was not seeking justice and truth, but wasfr
a Court of the terror against those victims whom the